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Kew Gardens

Kew, as seen through my camera lens



Helene U. Taylor was born in
Norway in 1964 and moved to
London, UK in 1999 where she
still lives.

You can find more of her work
on her extensive web-site, where
her books, gingerbread houses,
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interesting things are presented.
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Over a period of nearly 2 years, in 2004 and 2005, | was
repeatedly given a chance to visit Kew Gardens in
London, UK. | got my first digital camera in 2004 and
the plants and flowers at Kew became my practice
targets. | have never been able to return to Kew
Gardens since then, but the roughly 700 photos from
that peried are cherished memories. | have thought
for a long time that some of those photos could
eventually become a book, but only now, after having
self-published two other books do | feel | can sit down
and make my book about Kew.

| have made a careful selection of the best photos
| could find ameng my collections, although some of
them are not necessarily the best photos technically -
they could be more in the category ‘interesting’.
Readers will probably wonder what all these plants
and flowers are called, and although | know the names
of some of them - as in Camellias, Magnolias,
Crocuses, Orchids and Rhododendrons and so on -
| den’t know what their exact and full names are.
Each of them can belong to subgenus, sections,
subsections and series, so the only way to know
axactly what the plant or flower you have in front of
you is called is to look at the label - in this case, the
label at Kew. Needless to say, it's a bit too late for that
for me, | didn’t think about bringing a notebook and
writing down plant names back in zo004/2005 when
taking the photos, | was just delighted with the
amazing features my new digital camera had and the

freedom of a filmless camera. For that reason | have
simply decided not to write any names of trees, plants
and flowers here in this book. If you are a very curious
person, | am sure you could be able to look up a
particular flower on the Internet, but | suggest you
just enjoy the photos!

Kew Gardens will always stand for me as the perfect
place to take photographs. | still take photos in my
own garden, on a weekly basis, and you can see many
of them if you visit my web-site, but the flowers and
plants in my garden are not as perfect as they are at
Kew, and | have to tidy up and do all the weeding first,
before | can start taking photos! You won’'t be asked
to do any dead-heading at Kew; it's all perfect every
morning, every day of the year. The 700 strong staff
makes sure of that. It simply is the perfect place to
take photos, if trees, plants and flowers - and the
accasional curious squirrel are your thing. 5o sit down
and enjoy the photos, this is not a serious horticultural
encyclopaedia; this is a book about photos of
beautiful plants and flowers - and there is even a
squirrel, on page 36. | hope you enjoy the book as
much as | enjoyed making it!

Helene U, Taylor
March 2010
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The Rﬂ:yﬂf Botanic gar-d’sq;, Kew, usum'{!'.'y
rafarrm* te s:'m;:ﬁ'y as Kew gardeqs, started out
as parklands far the nobilities and kir[gs and
queens l:ff the 16th century. It was mﬂargm* and
extended 'b" Princess Angustﬂ, whom_ with the
ﬁ;fl.':? ::_'f Sir William Chambers built several
5ﬂm‘£q structures and ::-r:gmqjsad fm:gs parts ::f
the gﬂrd‘ﬂm The farn-t_ﬂi part ::-f Kew gdrﬂl'gn_s
was created in 1759, and this is the rzsﬂgﬂfsm'
qf‘ﬁcfﬂf st_ﬂrf_af'ﬁsw Botanical gﬂrﬁaﬂj.
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Kew has the largest compost heap in the
world, made frﬂm green. waste frﬂ*ﬂ. the

5ﬂrde:r15 and the waste fmﬂ the stables ﬂf the
Household (fﬂ-.rm’f_'y,

The compost is m_m'r@r used in_ the gﬂrﬁgng but on
occasion has been auctioned as part ‘if a furLd

raising event f"'" the gﬂrdsqg.
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The ft'&m.:y and archives at Kew are one :zf
the worlds largest botanical collections with
over kﬂff a million items ."rlc:fun‘."ng books,
botanical illustrations, Fkatagmph,s, letters and
manuscripts, periodicals and maps.
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Che PHI'PPL House was built Eyf architect Decimus
Burton and iron—maher Richard Turner between
1844 and 1848, and was the first. large-scale
structural use ﬂ‘lf wraag&,t_ iron. The structure's
panes ::_-f glass are all hand—Elown,

The Z:'f:m'pﬂrﬂt_a House, which is twice as fﬂrgﬁ as
the Palm House, followed later in the 19th
century. It is now the Im{-gsst U:*atariﬂqgfﬂsshanss

in existence.
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The Wﬂtgrhzy House was built in 1852, and was
then the widest sirgl'e: span 5!.::55&::-:15&: in the
world, It has an 11 m wide concrete Fa.q_d’ to
house the &uge: attraction ef the age,
Victoria amazonica, the giant Amazonian
waterlily. Sadly, the waterlily never did well in the
St'assﬁumsa, and the Far[;f was rsﬂssfgmﬂﬁ f-:?r
other plants in 1866.

It was converted back to its original use in 1991,
and f_l.:ufs‘a_y it (s the hottest and most humid
environment. at Kew and contains a range of
interesting waterlilies and marny additional plants.
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Kew Gardens

Kew, as seen through my camera lens

Kew Gardens will always stand for
me as the perfect place to take
photographs. | still take photos in my
own garden, on a weekly basis, but

the flowers and plants in my garden
are not as perfect as they are at Kew,
and | have to tidy up and do all the
weeding first, before | can start
taking photos! You won’t be asked to
do any dead-heading at Kew; it’s all
perfect every morning, every day of
the year. It simply is the perfect place
to take photos, if trees, plants and

flowers - and the occasional curious
squirrel are your thing. This book is
not a serious horticultural encyclo-
paedia; this is a book about photos of
beautiful plants and flowers and
| hope you enjoy the book as much as
| enjoyed making it!

Helene U. Taylor
March 2010




	001
	002
	003
	004
	005
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	013
	014
	015
	016
	017
	018
	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035
	036
	037
	038
	039
	040
	041
	042
	043
	044
	045
	046
	047
	048
	049
	050
	051
	052
	053
	054
	055
	056
	057
	058
	059
	060
	061
	062
	063
	064
	065
	066
	067
	068
	069
	070
	071
	072
	073
	074
	075
	076
	077
	078
	079
	080
	081
	082
	083
	084
	085
	086
	087
	088
	089
	090
	091
	092
	093
	094
	095
	096
	097
	098
	099
	100
	101
	102
	103
	104
	105

